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A potential
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lence of common
pathogens, you might find
yourself running short of
supply if you eliminate too
many animals.
For example, if 12 percent of the herd has
Staph. aureus mastitis, 30
percent are positive for
Johne’s, and 50 percent
test seropositive for
Bovine Leukemia virus,
few colostrum donors
would remain. In addition, the cost of testing
for various diseases can
add up.
Fortunately, a simple
solution to this problem
may now be available.
A new option
The first true colostrum
replacer — not a
colostrum supplement —
is now on the market. It
contains 125 grams of IgG
— more than twice that of
any colostrum supplement and enough to provide passive transfer in a
single 2-quart dose. The
cost is about $20 per dose.
Although at first glance
that may seem a bit high,
it is similar to the price of
testing a dam for two or
three major diseases to
see if she can be a
colostrum donor.
Published field trials
show that the product is

absorbed as well as fresh
colostrum. In addition, a
recent study conducted
by Sheila McGuirk at the
University of Wisconsin
found that calf health
and survival was similar
to that of calves fed
good-quality colostrum.
The product also contains the vitamins and
other nutrients found in
colostrum.
The high-energy level
in colostrum is critical for
generating warmth after
brown fat reserves are
used up in cold weather.
With a product like this,
colostrum administration
labor is cut in half, and
no thawing time or
messy storage system is
needed. This sounds like
a simple breakthrough
for long-term herd disease reduction.
Initial results with this
product look promising.
And, it can be used to fill
a vital role in stopping
the transfer of disease
from dam to calf. As with
any new product, talk to
your veterinarian to
determine if this new
colostrum replacer
would be a good addition to your herd biosecurity program.
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